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PWA educates students about career opportunities
to boost Oregon’s graduation rate, develop a strong workforce
and help young people find pathways to great jobs.

PWA works with schools, employers, colleges and other
postsecondary partners to help students develop their
college-and-career aspirations. Last year, we helped
provide more than 10,700 career-learning experiences.

The annual NW Youth Careers Expo features top
employers and draws students from Oregon and SW
Washington. More than 6,000 students from 75+ high
schools attended the last Expo, and our 170 exhibitors
included colleges, apprenticeship training centers and
about 100 of the region’s leading employers. More than
700 students did mock interviews or career workshops.

We help host about 30 career days and worksite visits
ayear for hundreds of students at leading employers in
health care, design, technology, construction and more.
Volunteers show their workplaces, share their insights,
offer hands-on activities and describe the skills and
education needed to thrive in their careers.

We worked with our partners to provide about 250
students with mentorships or internships last year. The
ACE Mentor Program focuses on careers in architecture,
construction management and engineering. The Summer
Construction Camp, PACE Mentorship Program and
SPACE Summer Camp provide in-depth opportunities in
the skilled trades. We also facilitated paid internships and
job shadows in technology and design.

PWA supports the Youth Apprenticeship Training Program,
a state-approved program that allows students under 18
to work alongside skilled craftspeople. Last year, students
worked at PCC Structurals and Blount International.

PWA assists career coordinators with on-campus
activities, such as career exploration days, career fairs, and
mock interviews. We connect teachers to employers for
career speakers and classroom visits. We aim to show the
connections between the classroom and real life.

Employers and volunteers
make our work possible.
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